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Coordinator: Jim McVey, AC2EU 
Co-Coordinator: Tony Castellano, W1ZMB 

Contest and Events Manager: Scott Dunlavey, W2NTV 
―••  •      ――•―  •••  ―•―― 

Business Meeting Overview 
Meeting called to order by Coordinator Jim McVey, AC2EU at 7:30 p.m.   

Welcome, Pledge of Allegiance 

Next meeting: Tuesday, May 1, at 7:00 pm 

Minutes recorded by: Stan Levandowski 

Photos courtesy of: Julian Blair, Bill Walsh 

Attendees 
There were approximately 25 members in attendance, not all signed in. Those who did sign in were as 

follows: 

Stu Mount,W2AO  Rudy Haase,WH3VDG    Keith R. Johnson,KD2AOF 
Liz Solieri,KD2AOI  Mike Tebolt,KC2HEI  Bob Melhado,W2JOK 
Alice Castellano,W1ALI  Ted Zulicuwsic,K2JMY  Joe DeloRenzo,W2BCE 
Tony Castellano,W1ZHB  Tom Morehouse,KD2BFR Fred Lauricella,KC2QFR 
Stan Levandowski,WB2LQF Scott Dunlavy,W2NTV   Scotty Morrison N2AEE 
Mark Chitjian,Wa2NYY  Nick Castellano,N2QZ  Bill Walsh,NG2D 
Jim McVey, AC2EU  Joe  DeLorenzo W2BCC 
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Roundtable 
Tonight was “New Timers’ Night”.  A “New Timer” has historically been defined within QSY Society as 

one who has not yet renewed his or her license for the first time.  There were not too many New Timers 

in attendance this evening.  We began with our favorite part of the meeting, the combination Go 

Around/Show ‘n Tell session. 

Tony, W1ZMB, kicked it off.  First licensed in 1953, Tony presently 

operates only CW and QRP.  Since the end of June 2011, Tony has 

worked 148 countries on 5 watts or less.  He has two wire antennas, 

both off-center-fed dipoles at roughly 90 degrees to each other.  Tony 

also lives about 1000’ above MSL  (Mean Sea Level).  He credits a lot of 

his success in breaking pileup with his 5 watts to his technique of 

listening to the station currently being worked by the DX station, zero-

beating VFO #2 to it, and then dropping his call in immediately upon their signing with each other.  Tony 

is especially proud of having worked Japan on 500 milliwatts and then following that accomplishment 

with a Hawaii QSO at 100 milliwatts.  That’s as low as his K2 will go. 

Nick, N2QZ, has been busy of late and had nothing new to report tonight. 

Tom, KD2BFR, lives in Washingtonville and was licensed in December 

2011.  So he’s a bona fide “New Timer” and we welcome him to the best 

hobby in the world!  Tom said he loves the QSY format and is grateful for 

all the assistance he’s received, especially from JB WA2WMJ.  He 

recently attended his first-ever hamfest – the OMARC hamfest - where 

he had a great time.  Tom is “growing into the hobby” and enjoying 

every minute of it. 

Ted, K2JMY, is QSY’s major league DXer with 377 entities total and 305 on 75 meter sideband!  He 

attributes his success to “power and a four element SteppIR antenna at 68’.” With virtually no DX 

challenge left, Ted has now turned his attention to major league contesting. In last week’s WPX (Worked 

All Prefixes) contest, he accumulated 450,000 points, completing every QSO on the first call.  Ted credits 

Bob, WA2JQK, with mentoring him in this new world of contesting.  Ted also reminisced about his days 

of running phone patches to the South Pole and to ice breakers at sea. 

Bill, NG2D, lives in Pleasant Valley.  He “finally” erected a fan dipole for 40 and 30 meters and got it 

working after a whole lot of tedious pruning and tuning.  Fan dipoles are *not* among the easier 

antennas to tune but Bill choose this type because it provides two bands on a single feed line. Bill also 

proudly noted that for the first time, he had a “head copy only” QSO in CW, jotting down only pertinent 

information such as name and QTH. 
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Bob, WA2JQK, also lives in Pleasant Valley and also participated in the recent WPX contest.  He 

recounted how Ted, K2JMY, called him, frantic that his computer had frozen!  Bob wondered how many 

people have ever tried to debug a software problem over the phone.  

We hear you, Bob! 

Mike, KC2HEI, worked Bob WA2JQK and gave Bob 2000 points based on 

his KC2 call!  Mike also advised that he is now fully onboard with LOTW 

and recently uploaded his logs to eQSL also. 

Mark, WA2NYY, is not on the air very much at this time; he does admit 

to monitoring 40 meter CW to selectively go after the “good ones” he 

finds.  Mark operates with dipoles and 100 watts.  Mark also disclosed tonight that he plays saxophone 

as his other hobby interest and that he is a member of “Big Band”, a local group that focuses on the big 

band sounds with lots of original arrangements.  There was a lot of interest from the members who 

wanted to know where and when they might be able to attend public performances.  More information 

can be found at the band’s website:  http://www.thebigbandsound.com/ 

JB, WA2WMJ, recently purchased a Hex Beam antenna and has been testing it out at 12’ off the ground.  

JB is very, very pleased with comparisons between the new antenna and his OCF dipole.  IT is a 5 band 

antenna and its 22’ across, needing only an 11’ turning radius.  JB added that he likes to test his 

antennas when the bands are in poor condition because he gets a better comparison.   

Keith, KD2AOF, has not been on the air much because he’s been so busy working on his house replacing 

windows and insulation. 

Joe, W2BCC, reports that he mostly works 2 meters and 440. 

Stu, W2AO, lives in Fishkill and was first licensed “about 1955.”  He recently returned from Florida 

where he went to the Orlando Hamfest and declared it was “GREAT!”  Stu said he learned that Kenwood 

is planning to announce a new HF rig in the $3,500 to $4,000 price range at Dayton.  Stu gets on every 

morning around 5 a.m. to talk to his small circle of close ham friends on 75 meter sideband, 3,940khz at 

8:00 am.  When not hamming, Stu enjoys everything about antique 

radios and is a member of the Antique Radio Association (AWA).  He 

especially looks forward to the annual AWA operating events that 

require participants to use 1930 or earlier equipment only.  Stu has a 

few rigs he has built that fit this category and put out about 3 or 4 

watts.  He reported that he is amazed at what can be done with QRP 

power levels.  Stu’s rigs use tubes such as the Type 45 and the Type 10. 

Scotty, N2EE, prefers CW and was licensed in the ‘50s. 

Scott, W2NTV, likes CW, ham radio in general, and sometimes “plays” with digital. 
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Pete, WA2BXK, reported he has not been on the air in quite awhile. 

Alice, W1ALI, is back into ham radio, having recently passed her Amateur Extra Class exam and acquiring 

this brand new callsign. 

Rudi, WA3VDG, finally got his Cushcraft beam up. 

Stan, WB2LQF, reported that like Ted, he also ran phone patches but from the other side of the 

equation. Stan was a radioman aboard the aircraft carrier USS BOXER which had a ham station K9YGR 

aboard.  In his off-duty time, he was able to arrange for phone patches for many of the ship’s sailors to 

talk to their loved ones back home.  Such were the days before cellphones and communication 

satellites.  Stan also reported that he finally earned his CW QRP WAC award and applied for CW QRP 

DXCC award but has not yet heard back from ARRL. 

Jim, AC2EU, is busy at work but still finds time for some ham related 

activities.  He is quite happy with the way his remote antenna switch 

turned out.  Jim said his 160 meter antenna “died” due to corrosion in 

the connectors and it was his trusty MFJ-269 that led him right to the 

problem area.  Jim also reported that he recently picked up a Heathkit 

SB-200 that he intends to restore.  It’s in poor shape, he said, but he’ll 

bring this historic 600 watt rig back to life eventually. 

Fred, KC2QFR, passed his Amateur Extra Class exam at the OCARC Hamfest.  Fred aced it!  We gave Fred 

a hearty round of applause. 

Presentation 
None scheduled. 

Other Business 

Locust Grove / Morse Event 
Scott, W2NTV, our Contest and Events Manager, reported that we are all set for the April 14th 

Celebration of Morse day to be held at the Samuel F.B. Morse/Locust Grove historical site in 

Poughkeepsie, NY from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Setup will begin at 7:15 a.m.  This event will be CW only 

and, IN KEEPING WITH THE SPIRIT OF MORSE HISTORY, ONLY BUGS AND STRAIGHT KEYS MAY BE USED!  

Those who wish to bring their own keys please note this – NO PADDLES!  Scott advised that he will 

supply the single radio and the laptop needed for logging.  There will be three antennas: one 40 meter 

inverted V; one 40 meter center-loaded vertical; one 20 meter end fed vertical dipole.   
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Please come out to enjoy this event.  Whether you are an accomplished CW “expert” or just a 5 wpm 

“beginner” you are welcome to come operate, make contacts, and have fun!  This is NOT a contest and 

this is NOT an event where maximizing the number of QSOs is paramount.  Scott reported that a great 

deal of interest in this event has been expressed by European stations.  Frequencies will be 7.034 MHz 

and 14.034 MHz  Let’s make a good showing and have fun! 

Scott also reminded the club that Field Day is only 11 weeks away.  Much has already been done but 

much also remains to be done.  The Field Day will be on the weekend of June 23rd, 24th; mark your 

calendars now.  

Field Day 
The next Field Day planning meeting will be held at Bowdoin Park, Pavilion number 4, on Saturday, May 

5th, time to be announced later.  Adam, KC2DAA, has committed to preparing all meals from Friday 

through Sunday and Paul, W2AKT, will supply a generator.  TARPS AND BUNGEE CORDS TO CLOSE IN THE 

PAVILION ARE STILL NEEDED – PLEASE CONTACT SCOTT, W2NTV, IF YOU HAVE SOME TO LEND.  Stan, 

WB2LQF, agreed to lend his callsign to the GOTA station and Shirley, N2SKP, will supply the ICOM IC718 

GOTA radio, along with signs and all the other material she usually brings each year.  Scott and JB, 

WA2WMJ, will each supply one ICOM radio, 756PROII and PROIIIs.  Frank, W2GIO, will provide VHF 

radios and antennas.  WE STILL NEED ONE MORE RADIO AND IT MUST BE AN ICOM - IF YOU CAN HELP 

OUT PLEASE CONTACT SCOTT.  Finally, Scott advised that we *will* inventory everything we have for 

Field Day.  The problem is that there is lots of “stuff” out there among the membership such as coax, 

rope, wire, microphones, etc.  Since QSY does not have a clubhouse or a place to centralize and safely 

store club materials, everything gets distributed out to whoever has some room in the garage, attic or 

basement.  Then, each year at Field Day, we end up repurchasing stuff we really should not have to buy.  

This year we would like to save money and conduct our Field Day in a more rational and fiscally 

responsible manner.  So PLEASE, when approached and asked if you have anything stored on behalf of 

QSY PLEASE respond promptly and accurately.   

Treasurers Report 
After the roundtable session, Jim AC2EU speaking for our Treasurer reported our current bank balance 

after recent interest and deposit posting.  We are in good financial shape at $1,360.34. 

Drawing 

The 50/50 drawing yielded $33 for the club treasury. 

And Finally 

Special thanks to Scott, W2NTV for donating the kit items to “sweeten the pot” for the raffle. 
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Show and Tell 
Fred, KC2FR, was scheduled to give a demo of digital mode operations on 20 meters but the band was 

completely dead.  In lieu of the demo, Fred used the time to introduce interested members to the 

hardware, software and techniques of digital mode operations. 

   

――•••  •••―― 

Send corrections and comments to Bill Walsh (NG2D): wwtalbot@verizon.net 

•  • 

mailto:wwtalbot@verizon.net

