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Coordinator: Jim McVey, AC2EU 
Co-Coordinator: Tony Castellano, W1ZMB 

Contest and Events Manager: Scott Dunlavey, W2NTV 
―••  •      ――•―  •••  ―•―― 

 

Overview 
Meeting called to order at 7:30 by Co-coordinator Tony, W1ZMB. 

The American Flag was missing (again) which precluded the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  It was suggested that maybe we should bring our own. 

Meeting adjourned at: 9:30 

Next meeting: Tuesday, June 5 at 7:00 pm 

Minutes recorded by: Stan, WB2LQF 

Photos courtesy of: JB, WA2WMJ, and Bill, NG2D 

Attendees 
There were 22 members at the meeting: 

Alice Castellano, W1ALI 
Bill Walsh, NG2D 
Bob Melhado, WA2JQK 
Chet Dziobkowski, AB2FF 
David Gong, KC2QFS 
Doug Maset, N2LEA 
Fred (Scotty) Morrison, 
N2AEE 

Fred Lauricella, KC2QFR 
Henry Ritz, KB2VJP 
Howard Nichols , K2LBK 
J. Blair, WA2WMJ 
Jim McVey, AC2EU 
Keith Johnson, KD2AOF 
Mark Chitjian, WA2NYY 
Mike Tebolt, KC2HEI 

Paul Burnham, N2DXL 
Peter Olson, WA2BXR 
Scott Dunleavy,  W2NTV 
Stan Levandowski, WB2LQF 
Ted Zulkowski, K2JMY 
Tony Castellano , W1ZMB 
Walt Berkley, WB2GTY 
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Business 
Tony, W1ZMB, began tonight’s meeting by asking Stan, WB2LQF, to 

make an “announcement”.  Stan revealed that he and Tony had both 

passed the commercial Second Class Radiotelegraph exam on Saturday 

thereby fulfilling some “unfinished business” from long ago.   

Fifty-seven years ago, Tony was a navy sonar man stationed on a sub 

chaser in Boston.  On the morning Tony was scheduled to take the T2 

exam at the Boston FCC Field Office, his ship pulled anchor and set out 

to sea.  Forty-four years ago, Stan was a navy radioman on an aircraft 

carrier that had Kaufman’s Q&A Manual aboard .  He tried his best but 

became discouraged at the complexity the material and reluctantly 

stopped studying. For both of them, it was very satisfying to complete 

the journey. 

Following the Roundtable, we discussed the 2012 Christmas Party.  

Chet, AB2FF, will be locking in the date at the same place as last year – 

the East Fishkill Community Center.  Dave, KC2QFS, will again be in 

charge of the planning.  Those attending the event last year had a great 

time.  The two dates available are Saturday December 8 and Saturday 

December 15.  By a show of hands, those present preferred Saturday 

December 15.  Chet will book that date if available and make the 

payment. Chet will supply more info at a later date.  So mark your 

calendars. 

Stan noted that quiet Henry, KB2VJP, neglected to announce his 

successful upgrade to Amateur Extra Class at the MBARC Hamfest.  

Henry received a round of applause. 

Henry, KB2VJP, reminded all present that he learned from a PCARA 

146.67 Thursday night net that there will be an annual Fox Hunt on May 

12. More info is available at the PCARA website which can be accessed 

through a QSY website button. 

Julian, WA2WMJ, announced that the June 2012 issue of QST (which will 

be mailed around May 15th) will include in their Hints and Kinks column 

an invention of JB’s – a device to help measure and cut wire antennas.  

Be sure to be on the lookout for it.  JB received a nice Author’s 

Certificate from ARRL. 
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Chet, AB2FF, and the QSY Treasurer reported our financial details.  All is 

well as we have $1,341.45 in the bank + .11 dividend (this balance is as of 

the *beginning* of tonight’s meeting ). 

Scott, W2NTV, reviewed our current Field Day status.  He reminded us 

that time is drawing near.  The next Field Day planning meeting will be 

held on Saturday, May 5th, at 1:00 p.m. at Pavilion Four of Bowdoin Park 

(our FD Site).  All members are invited to attend and help out with this effort.  If you have an idea or 

suggestion and can’t attend, you are invited to contact Scott directly via phone or email. 

The 50/50 drawing was won by Mike, KC2HEI.  Total pot was $66.00. Mike won $33.  He took out his $5 

ticket investment and generously donated $28 to the QSY Treasury.  Thank you, Mike! 

The Swap and Shop followed.  Several sales were made and the Club Treasury was enhanced by 

donations and a percentage of the sold items.  
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Roundtable 
Jim, AC2EU, admitted having perhaps more fun than he should have had at the Mount Beacon Hamfest.  

He purchased an FT-817 with all the trimmings and is looking forward to the QRP experience, including 

taking his little rig on pleasant hikes. 

Scott, W2NTV, also attended the MBARC Hamfest but spent most of his time volunteering in the parking 

lot. 

Ted, K2JMY, went to the hamfest where he looks forward to meeting many old friends he hasn’t seen 

since the previous year’s ‘fest!  Ted made a few purchases, including a T/R switch for computer circuitry 

which he’s now integrating into his shack.  Ted reported he was also thrilled to have offloaded over six 

foot stack of old QST magazines! 

Bob, WA2JQK, was a Volunteer Examiner at the hamfest so he didn’t get that much free time to explore.  

When he got home, Bob soothed this deficit by immediately getting on the air and joining the, already in 

progress, Florida QSO Party. 

Mike, KC2HEI, proudly displayed a unique award “OMISS BATTALION COMMANDER” which he received 

for winning an OMISS contest.  Mike commented that it was nice to win something out of the ordinary; 

something different from the usual certificate.  The award is a desk name plate to be displayed rather 

than hung. 

Scotty, N2AEE, went to the hamfest and had a good time. 

Doug, N2LEA, admitted to having been extremely busy of late which severely cut into his hamming time.  

He was glad to report that he’s now ready to get back to normal and get back on the air. 

Paul, N2DXL, announced he had brought a big box full of “stuff” and was all ready for tonight’s rummage 

sale. 

Keith, KD2AOF, reported that, among other things, he just finished putting a new roof on his house, and 

it’s really affected his hamming time.  But Keith did show up at the recent QSY Morse Special Event and 

says he’s now all fired up to work on his code and join the fun. 

Walt, WB2GTY, recently visited the USS LING (SS279) which is tied up on the Hackensack River in 

Hackensack, New Jersey.  He highly recommends this submarine museum and said the admission of $12 

is well worth it.  Hackensack is not that far away and easy to get to. 

Howie, K2LBK, reported that he spent time on submarines and related a couple of interesting tales that 

took place during NATO exercises.  In one particular case, the ship’s military gear went south and all 

communication was lost.  Howie found a 40 meter crystal in his locker, wired up an oscillator, and was 
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able to establish communications. This enabled the sub to continue in the NATO exercise rather than 

scrubbing the mission, whereby Howie won some nice recognition for both himself and for ham radio. 

Pete, WA2BXK, reported nothing new since last month. 

Bill, NG2D, has been operating a lot lately on 30 meters and says he really enjoys this band. 

JB, WA2WMJ, reported that the club will need a new place to operate for this year’s lighthouse event 

because the old building has been razed. There was some discussion about possible alternatives, 

including operating right from Esopus Light itself.  Scott, W2NTV, said that he would follow up after Field 

Day which is now and must remain his priority at this time. JB also reported that he and Shirley, N2SKP, 

will be involved in a ham radio activity under the auspices of the Orange County Amateur Radio Club 

which involves Girl Scouting and Morse Code.  

Fred, KC2QFR, showed the Morse Event QSL he designed and everyone thought it looked super!  Thanks, 

Fred!  Fred also reminded everyone of the upcoming Armed Forces Crossband Exercise scheduled for 

Saturday, May 12th.  Hams can contact any number of military stations – hams transmit within the ham 

bands on frequencies that will be monitored by military stations who will then respond within MARS 

bands.  More info is available online at arrl.org and elsewhere.  Fred also reported he had a 10 element 

Cushcraft 2 meter beam for sale, as well as a satellite antenna.  Contact Fred if interested. 

Mark, WA2NYY, has been busy with business trips but was able to attend both Morse Event and the 

MBARC Hamfest.  He’s also been operating a bit of RTTY lately. 

Stan, WB2LQF, was surprised to learn that he had won First Place for QRP Single OP Unassisted Second 

Call District in last year’s CQ WPX CW Contest.  Stan also participated as a Volunteer Examiner at the 

MBARC Hamfest.  It was his first “assignment” and he reports it was a great experience and he looks 

forward to doing again. 

Alice, W1ALI, is working on her CW skills and is in the process of installing an antenna to go with her new 

K2. 

Chet, AB2FF, went to the Hamfest and spent most of his time as a VE there.  He reported a good turnout 

and several people earned their Tech and Extra tickets. 

Dave, KC2QFS, has been busy with other things so ham radio has been on the back burner.  He does, 

however, intend to get his Extra by the end of this year. 

Tony, W1ZMB, reported that he bought a “broken” Simpson 260 meter for $5.00 at the hamfest.  He 

took it apart and found one missing fuse, replaced it, and discovered the meter works great.  Stan 

WB2LQF offered to buy it for $2 but Tony declined. 
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Presentation 
None 

Show and Tell 
None 

――•••  •••―― 

Send corrections and comments to Bill Walsh (NG2D): wwtalbot@verizon.net 

•  • 

mailto:wwtalbot@verizon.net

